664 Progress of the Medical Sciences. [Oct. 

that of a worker in wood. After the lapse of six months or more, the patient 
was suddenly attacked with profuse hacmatemesis, repeated at short intervals, 
and speedily followed by death. On a post-mortem examination the heart was 
found pushed entirely over to the right side, and the lung crowded backwards and 
upwards, and in a state of complete collapse. The left thoracic cavity was in 
a great measure occupied by what appeared to be a distended sac-like body, of 
a dark-brown colour. Upon further examination this was found to be the larger 
portion of the stomach, in a state of fatty degeneration and distended with 
blood, which had passed through into the cavity of the thorax, and become so 
incarcerated by an opening in the diaphragm of the size of two finger-breadths, 
that it could no longer be returned into the abdomen. Its abnormal position 
was rendered the more firm by an adhesion between portions of the mesentery 
which had passed into the thorax with it, as in the instance of the incarcerated 
colon related above. In consequence of the annular strangulation of the 
stomach by the aperture in the diaphragm, there had taken place hemorrhagic 
infiltration of its partly softened coats.— Centralblatt f. d. Med. Wissenschaften, 
May, 1871, No. 18. D. F. 0. 

62. Record of Cases of Tumours of the Breast admitted into the Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary from 1833 to 1869.—Dr. John (Jhiene has collected ( Edin¬ 
burgh Medical Journal, July, 1871) the cases of tumours of the breast admitted 
under Mr. Syme's care during a period of thirty-six years, and classifies them 
under the following heads : 1. Cystic; 2. Mammary Glandular, or Fibrous ; 
3. Scirrhous; 4. Eucephaloid; 5. Epithelial. 
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247 cases—245 females, and 2 males. 1 202 operations, 10 deaths, nearly 5 
per cent.; or, in other words, of every 20 persons operated on, 1 died. The 
fatal cases occurred after excision of the breast for primary scirrhus. The 
cause of death was shock in two cases, and in the remainder either erysipelas 
or inflammatory affections of the thoracic viscera. 

1. Cystic Tumours. —This class includes simple serous cysts, compound cysts, 
and fibro-cystic tumours. The simple cysts (11 cases) were punctured, fol¬ 
lowed by the application of a blister. Of the remaining 17 cases, in 15 the 
tumour alone was removed, in 2 the breast was excised along with the tumour. 
Average age on admission, 39 years; average duration of disease before ad¬ 
mission, 4 years (shortest duration 2 weeks, longest 13 years); average age 
when tumour was first observed by the patient, 35 years. 

2. Mammary Glandular, or Fibrous Tumours. —28 females, 1 male. Ave¬ 
rage age on admission, 30 years; average duration of disease before admission, 
2 years ; average age when the tumour was first noticed by the patient, 28 
years ; average stay in hospital after operation, 18 days. In the majority the 


1 1. W. D., set. 50, admitted August 1850. Fibrous tumour. Removed with a 
successful result. 

2. D. G , set. 51, admitted June, 1867. Scirrhous tumour of right breast. Tumour 
removed. Patient readmitted in May, 1868, with a similar tumour in right breast. 
An attack of insanity necessitated patient’s removal to Morniugside Asylum. 
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tumour alone was removed, in the remainder the breast was excised along with 
the tumour. 

3. Malignant Tumours. —The case of epithelial cancer was too far advanced 
to admit, of operation. In both cases of encephaloid the tumour was removed. 
Scirrhous cancer, 178 were primary, 9 secondary. Of the primary cases, 137 were 
operated on; in 132 the breast was excised, in 5 it was removed with caustic. In 
1857,2 cases occurred in which an enlarged lymphatic gland was removed with the 
knife before the application of the caustic; with these exceptions, no case in which 
the glands were affected was operated on. In 132 cases of excision, 10 deaths 
as a result of the operation occurred, or 71 per cent. In 5 cases removed by 
caustic, 2 were cured, 1 relieved, and 2 dismissed in statu, quo. A mixture of 
sulphuric acid and sawdust was employed in 4 cases, chloride of zinc paste in 
1 case. The average age on admission was 49 years; the average duration of 
the disease before the patient applied for relief, 2 years; the average age when 
the disease was first noted, 47 years; the average stay in hospital after opera¬ 
tion, 27 days. I have noted which breast was affected in 64 cases ; the left 
breast was diseased in 33, the right in 30, and both breasts in 1 case. 

Secondary scirrhus was removed with the knife in 6, in 1 the disease was 
removed by caustic, in 2 an operation was deemed inexpedient. In one case 
the patient remained well after the primary operation for 36 months, in 1 for 
24 months, and in 1 for 18, in 1 for 12. in 2 for 4 months, in 1 for 3 months, and 
in 1 the disease returned before the wound of the primary operation was healed. 

63. CarbolizedCatgut Ligature.— Dr. Geo. Buchanan expresses ( The Practi¬ 
tioner ', July, 1871) his conviction that carbolized catgut ligatures produce 
obliteration of the arteries without ulcerating through the cyats, as ordinary 
ligatures do, and he says, “although this process is of no importance in the 
case of vessels such as the superficial femoral or brachial, yet undoubtedly it is 
the cause of the secondary hemorrhage which is so frequently the cause of 
death after ligature of the larger vessels near the aorta. If then it can be 
established, by the publication of a sufficiently large number of examples, that 
ligature of vessels on the antiseptic principle, with carbolized catgut ligatures, 
is followed by obliteration of the canal without ulceration of their coats, one of 
the objections to ligature of the great vessels would be removed.” 

Dr. B. relates a case of traumatic femoral aneurism in which he used the car¬ 
bolized catgut ligature, and states that “considerable discharge took place, but 
from first to last not a trace of decomposition or putrefaction could be observed. 
The most careful examination of the discharge failed to detect any appearance 
of the catgut ligatures, and I have no doubt in my own mind that they were 
retained and imbedded in the tissues, and that occlusion of the vessels took 
place without ulceration of the coats of the artery and discharge of the ligature. 
The patient made an excellent recovery.” 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

64. Phlyctenular Ophthalmia. — Iwanoff relates ( Klinische Monatsbliitter) 
the results of the microscopic examination of three eyes suffering from phlyc¬ 
tenular ophthalmia. He states that the disease consists essentially of the de¬ 
position of a collection of lymph-cells between the epithelium and Bowman’s 
membrane, and that these cells not only produce destruction of the epithelium 
and a superficial ulcer, but that they also burrow by the side of nervous fila¬ 
ments into the true tissue of the cornea. It is to the irritation and compres¬ 
sion of the nerves that he attributes the photophobia so often associated with 
the malady.— Sydenham Society’s Biennial Retrospect for 1869-70. 

65. Luxation of Crystalline Lens. —Dr. Horing communicated to the Oph- 
thalmological Society of Heidelberg 1 a case of luxation of the crystalline 


1 Session of 1869. Comptes Rendus. 



